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Our goal during Sunday Worship at Highland Mennonite Brethren Church is to practice 
warm hospitality (see article on reverse, ‘Hospitality Sweet’ by Carolyn Arends) towards 
whomever God leads into our midst. We want to encourage people toward a growing life of 
worship. 
 
Our beliefs: 

1. Worship is covenantal in that our services are a conversation between God and us 
wherein God reminds us of and renews again His eternal covenant of grace with us. 

2. Worship is participative and enthusiastic because those who serve from the front are 
not performers but enablers, encouraging the full, conscious, enthusiastic 
participation of the congregation (not audience). 

3. Worship is holistic when we bring all of ourselves to worship: body and soul, mind 
and heart, doubt and belief, lament and celebration. 

4. Worship is reverent, even while playful, because we acknowledge that it is God with 
Whom we deal when we gather together. 

5. Worship is inclusive because we always invite non-believers to participate to the 
extent they are able. 

6. Worship is creative because we continually look for new ways to convey timeless 
truth. 

7. Worship is expectant because the Spirit blows where it will, so we worship with our 
sails raised, expecting great (and surprising) things from God. 

 
Worship Leaders (not only those who lead the worship singing, but also those who give 
announcements, pray, read scripture, etc.)… 

 be sensitive to newcomers who may not know what our “normal” is; 
 fulfill your role to the best of your ability; your best matters, so prayerfully prepare 

and actively seek to grow and improve in how you serve God and the congregation (1. 
Corinthians 14:40, Colossians 3:23); 

 explain why we do the things we do by giving verbal instructions to focus our 
attention when necessary, and sharing personal meaning from your own experiences 
when appropriate; 

 seek to reflect Christ to the people. 
 
We pray… 

 as a community: using “we” instead of “I”; 
 for a variety of reasons: to adore God, to confess sin, to give thanks, and to ask God for 

something; 
 without making a fancy speech: God has honoured our humanity in coming to earth in 

Jesus Christ, we can speak to Him knowing that He is our God and our Friend 
 at a thoughtful pace, trying not to fear silence, nor fill it up with verbal fillers (e.g. 

“um,” “just,” “and Lord”) because silence makes room for God to speak into our hearts. 
 
 
And so we come together to worship on Sundays, eagerly expecting that… 

 each member of the body of believers will meet God in a genuine, personal encounter 
as we worship; 

 each believer present will participate actively and wholeheartedly in worship as the 
Holy Spirit leads; 

 non-believers, who are present - although they may not understand every aspect of 
the service - will still feel welcomed and accepted, and will be attracted to Jesus as 
they observe us and are encouraged and inspired through our intentional hospitality; 

 each member of the body of believers will interact with others, encouraging and 
strengthening one another because we affirm the priesthood of all believers; 

 God will speak to us in a variety of different ways; through music and the reading of 
Scripture, through physical actions, through art and visual symbols, through eating 
and drinking, and through silence. 
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This article first appeared in the October 2010 issue of Christianity Today. 
Used by permission of Christianity Today, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 


